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authority on this particular subject-matter in Ireland than
the late Crown prosecutor. He stood ready to cross-examine.
cc Am I now at liberty to cross-examine ? "
" No, certainly not/' snapped Mathcw.
Mr. Carson : a You told me before lunch that I should have
a right to cross-examine."
The President then told him that he might prepare written
questions, and, if these were considered relevant, they could
be put by one of the Commissioners to the witness. Carson
flushed with anger ; was his advocacy to be hamstrung in this
way ? Was the edge of his questions to be taken off by this
device ?
" I would ask to be heard on my right to cross-examine,"
he said-
The President: " No, no? I decline to hear you,"
Mr, Carson; a I must press this matter. I will ask for a vote
to be taken by the Commissioners to see if every Commis-
sioner takes your view. Seeing that a charge was made at the
outset that Lord Clanricarde stood in a different position
from any other landlord in Ireland, am I now, when the turn
has come to sift the evidence before it goes to the public, to be
told that I am not to be heard, and that I am not at liberty
to cross-examine ? "
The President: " I will not hear you further, and I will
order you to withdraw."
Mr* Carson : " I insist upon my right till every Commis-
sioner orders me to withdraw. I will stand up here and now
for justice to be done to Lord Clanricarde as well as to anyone
else."
The President (quickly) : " The Commissioners have con-
sulted, and we have come to the unanimous conclusion that
we will not hear you. When you have taken off your wig and
gown, you will see that it is most convenient and best. You
are here at present as an amicus curi&> and in no other
capacity."
Carson, who had never sat down, his brogue slower than
usual, said, e< My lord, if I am not at liberty to cross-
examine, I say the whole thing is a farce and a sham. I
willingly withdraw from it. I will not prostitute my position